
AN ESSAY ON THE 
RIGHTS OF MAN.Property: by Darrel Figgis.

The rights of property may be pleaded. , . ,1
acknowledge no right oi property in a small class which 
goes to abrogate the rights of a numerous people, I 
acknowledge no right of property in eight thousand 
be they noble or ignoble, which takes away all rights
In a recent controversy an antique 

^ phrase nodded . perilously at the thres- 
) hold, if indeed it did not enter between 

the disputants. That phrase was The 
Tlights of Property.” It is strange that

■ a imnd so alert as Professor O’Rahilly’s 
should have admitted that hoaiy dictum 
to any parley, if only on nodding ac-

; qnaintance* For to think clearly we 
must challenge all-comers at the. thres­
hold of our minds, and give pity neither 
to grey hairs nor to youth,

“ Rights of Property ” ! What rights 
has property ? A room ^ crammed. :^ith 
goil^ejO sovereigns: has it any rights ?

I Has a glehe field, or have a thousand 
glebe fields, any rights? Or a warehouse 
stored with costly merchandise: has it 

I arty rights? None of these things have 
I rights. No, not rolled together and mul­

tiplied to the highest power, have they 
any rights. The purest materialist’that 
ever lived never bestowed rights on mat­
ter in these inanimate forms. So-, hav- 

no rights they can foestow no rights 
I on tho-SO who come into their possession.- the
I ^N0| hut men have rigiits. Not some all its citizens, cannot perfect itself' while 
I men. All men. Not 2 in every 100 of that desire remains unappeased. Like
I them; nor even 98 in every 100 of them; otlier desires, it may take monstrous
L hut each 100 or every 100 of them. As forms, but the good life cannot complete
I human beings they wea'e born into the itself while the healthful exercise of that
I possession of those rights. The ancient desire is baffled.
I Scripture says that man was ‘‘made in ^ When w© look abroad at the modern
I the likeness of God.” I do not read that capitalist order of society to-day the
i some men were made in that likeness, thing chiefly remarkable is not the sense
I ' and other men in some other sort of like- of vast property, but the sense of a irastI ness. Nor do I discover in any philosophy denial of property. Let me illustrate
I that men came hut the one way into the this. Her© is a man who, at the end ofI World, or will go out but the one way. hia financial year, sits at his desk and
1 Their gifts may not he equal; their tal- surveys the papers on which the growth
■ • ents may notLe the same; their reqxiire- of Ids enterprise is recorded for him. A
■ tnents and powers may be as wide asun- rich satisfaction glows in his mind. It is
I der as the poles. But t^eir rights are the not that he is thinking what he will do

of property, security, independence, and existence it­
self, from a population of eight millions, amd stands in 
bar to all the political rights of the island and to all 
the socia} rights of its inhabitants/»

—James Fintan Lalor.
same. And the accumulation of dead, 
inanimate matter hy any of them to the 
disadvantage of others of them cannot 
cancel or adjust those rights.

We see, then, that property has no 
rights; whereas men have. Nciw’ w^e can 
advance another .step, and see a further 
thing. For to say that “ property has 
lights ’ ’ is, in fact, to say that dead mat­
ter has, or gives the right to dispose and 
order the living souls of men. Which, 
r.ightly speaking, is akin to blasphemy. 
Yet, while property has no right to men, 
men have a right fio property. Not some 
men; aill men.

Here, then, is the central confusion 
that that hoary phrase masks. It ex­
actly inverts the moral order of things. 
In fact, the very word property (like 
other excellent words, such as noble-man 
and gentle-man) has become so tainted in 
its misuse that many have grown shy 
of it. Yet the desire for property is 
deep-rooted in the nature of men and 
women. The “ good life,” which it is 

ess' of the State to achieve for

with his added pansperity, what invesi>- 
ments he will make, what conveniences 
and luxuries he will purchase, or the 
better display he will make, or-his wife 
will make, before ' the eyes of envious 
neighbours. With the ba^ser sort this 
may be so; but even with them the first 
thouglit will ibe that thus,and thus he 
ordered things, planned his canipaign, 
took^ swift advantage of occasion, turned 
even" adversity to account—‘with the re­
sult spread before him.

Literally, the glow of satisfaction is 
his sens© of property. He re-reads his 
figures as the author re-reads his book 
fresh to hand from the binder. I knew 
S' business man (one of a large tribe) 
who timed his working-day from six 
hours to sixteen, with the smalllest gain 
in nett profit, ail for the satisfaction of 
moreasing the range of his operaiaons 
four-fold. Yes, but what of his fellow-’ 
workers in the enterprise, without whom 
he might whistle the moon.P What even 
of the clerk who prepared the figures he 
BO complacently surveys ? What pro­
perty have they in the joint enterprise? 
Have they any glow of satisfaction in the 
wider range of operations ? Does it matr- 
tor aiwhittle to them?

I dh not ask if they are well or ill-paid, 
or what houys they work under what coni 
ditions. They may be lavislily paid for ' 
the smallest working day. At the mo­
ment this is a matter of indifference to 
me. But are they called to counsel as of 
right? Have they, as of right, a voice 
in the Working hours of all and the pay­
ment of each, and the appointment of fit 
men for their apt places? In a word, is 
' ? ® fellowship, as the labohr
IS ? Or is it not, rather, that the pro­
perty is vested in but one of that fellow- 

<ContinuQcl on Pa|[o ^22.)
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THE OLD SLAVE MASTER WOULD NOT ALLOW THE SLAVES TO BE TAUGHT TO READ. 
THE MASTERS TO DAY CARE NOT HOW MUCH THE WORKERS READ SO LONG AS 
THEY FURNISH THE READING MATTER. Pass the “ Voice ’’ along to a Fellow worker
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INOUSmiAL AOtlOW.furnislied with peyrerted platitudea and ■ 
nothing has been - done m far by the 
Union ooncerned or Dnblin Triades Coun­
cil to counter the anti-Labour campaign 
thus inaugurated. No weeding-put of 
trade nnionii^ts can be permitted in any 
industry, but the employers who have 
not yet recovered from their victory 
over the Transport Union in 191d, have 
carefully selected the recent recruits to 
the labour movement--in^ the Tarious 
branches of the distributive trade—to 
test the effectiveness of their new artil­
lery.

The drapers’ assistants are being chal­
lenged in the .same way, the dismssal 
of active trade unionists and their re­
placement by non-unionists. This_action 
has been taken by several houses at the 
same time, and the promptitude of the 
Employers’ Association to enter the field 
proves the esistence of a%idespread con­
spiracy among the commercial 
to smash the^ growing power of Labour.

In isucb circumstances Labour must 
prepare to resist. It need not in the 
new Ireland fear the blackleg, so long 
the bane of the movement. It need no 
longer fear the bigot and the partisan, 
who, too lon^, sundered the masses of 
the workers into sectioiia. What divi­
sions exist arise from faulty ^organisa- 
tion. There is no force that can be 
swung to fill the gaj> of danger. Sec­
tional unions hold their petty forces iso­
lated from the grand army. Their mem­
bership is to.o small to provide fighting 
funds, sufficient to combat the millions 
that the Central Association of Employ­
ers control and the hundreds of thou­
sands they are prepared to spend to 
keep the people enslaved. David still 
uses his sling and stone, but Goliath has 
brought into action the long-range guns 
of international finance and the poison 
shells of the p^ess.

Unity of forces, unity of funds, unity 
of command, are essential in the coming 
struj^gle with Capital. Without them a 
conflict with the newly-organised forces 
of Capital must end as the Belfast strike 
ended. ^ The men were not 'beaten by 
any failure of courage or even by any . 
excess of caution. The military inva­
sion they derided. Not for the first time 
has the cry gone up in its streets, The 
soldiers are out,” and veterans of the' 
eighties will tell yon ^ that Tel-el-Kebir 
in ’82 was easier service than the brief 
excitement in Belfast streets in 1886. 
The old and outworn 'Separation of men 
in one industry into craft unions gov­
erned by the rules drawn up in 1^2 o-r 
1867, the structure of labour orgattisk- 
tions themselves, these defeated Belfast- 
men.

A f®w weoks ago the Voice of La^ 
'^''ur ” puMished ‘ a strong appeal from 

. O’Lehane unity of action a'nd
unifioaticm of oontrol^’ in the, Trade 
Union Movement. The proposed Federa­
tion of Msh Employers and Elnployers’ 
Associations calls for iihmediate and de­
finite oomsideration of Mf. O’Lehane’s 
-suggestions. Labour needs some‘kind 
of unification now 5 we can’t afford to 
wait for a few years till the On© Big 
Union is a reality. It'is obvious that 
big forces are stirring to-day in tbe 
world of industry. Is Irish Trade Union­
ism ready to turn those forces to its 
own advantage ?

It would be possible to carry out the 
prehminary part of Mr. O’Lehane’s pro­
gramme without delay by tbe creation of 
a national industrial executive to control 
tbe labour^ movement of the country, 
(The question of the pooling of funds is 
imt one to be settled' easily or rapidly. 
But some solution of that probilem wouid 
eventually follow the creation of the con- 
troling executive.) I would suggest that 
such an executive should be responsible 
to a Council of Trade Union repi’esenta- 
tives meeting at stated period's. For we 
ha^’ to bear in mind that 'We live in a 
period when the principle of. self-de­
termination ’’is very .powerful: it is a 
healthy principle, making for growth and 
integrity j and labour leaders would he 
well advised to encourage rather than 
suppress it. I do niot believe there could 
be ^y permanent^-unification if individ­
ual initiative were obstructed or ignored. 
Moreover, so little original thinking arid 
real study has yet been done in the Irish 
Labour Movement that a constant inter­
change'of ideas and of knowledge would 
prove a great source of strength. We 
nave swallowed our Trade Union and in­
dustrial theories whole, as they came to 
us from ^ England or Germany or else­
where, without thought of otcr particular 
digestive capacity. But the last word 
has yet. to‘ be said on the treatment of 
Labour problems by Labo-ur, and the 
Irish people may well find a way oS their 
own to the Promised Land, if they once 
begin to think independ'ently.

Cannot Mr. O’Lehane invite a Confer­
ence^ of Trade Union representatives to 
consider a scheme of unification which 
will help to direct the new tide of un­
rest along hopeful channels? We of the 
rank and file are struggling in that tide 
without any clear vision of oiir We 
realise that modern Trade Unionism 
must evolve a constructive as well as a.

. fighting^ policy but who is to evolve and 
direct it? We are oonscio.us of the 
vicious circle of wages and prices: but 
how to get out of it? We appreciate the 
claim for the control of industries by the 
workers but how to acquire that con­
trol—or even the knowledge necessary 
to exert it efficiently ?

We may find the answers if Mr. 
O’Lehiane’s plea fOr closer coopera­
tion by way of a co-ordinated or fede­
rated schemer embracing unity of action 
and unification of control ” is taken up 
actively and practically.

Mr

captains

■ -‘a

“ Who is it speaks of defeat?” There 
is no defeat if the lesson is learned and 
steps taken to obtain the rise of a new 
trade-unionism, which will recognise no 
longer the distinctions hitherto imposed 
by the master class and accepted by the 
workers. One big union is too much, 
perhaps, for many to.grasp -at once, hut 
the employers’ example should be more 
telling than the theories of Cole, Orage, 
or Daniel de Leon. If we then do not 
put our forces in order to meet the new 
attack we shall deserve the servitude 
the state and the trusts and the em­
ployers’ federations plan for us for 
our children,

LOUIE BINNBTTT.
Half cutting by skilful hands* All trad© 

union labour ^ Hailon’s, 30 Eden Qua)".
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THE GATHERING FORCES 
AND THE COMING CONFLICT

The forces of the enemy are being 
gathered on a new front with unity of 
command and pooling of resources. Dub­
lin Capitalists, following with their usual 
lack of initiative tbe example set by 
their big brothers in England, have com­
bined in an Employers’ Federation which 
is being extended^ to make it a Central 
Emp'loyers’ Association which will em­
brace employers and their associations 
in manufactuiring, trading and agricul­
tural enterprises. The press has blessed 
the project and has enlarged on the 
beneficent scheme .by Which the new 
associatiop will avoid strikes and lock­
outs by substituting reasonable arbitra­
tion for the settlement of all claims 
made by the workers. Like the League 
of T^afions, the new association will be 
effectively controlled by the Big Five or 
the analogous clique who already control 
the industries m Dublin and the Mid­
lands. On the committee we notice the 
ominouis name of Shackleton and the no 
more friendly name of Pirn. The pres­
ence. of a Bim assures us the preying 
will be done prayerfully by the new as­
sembly of vultures.

Knowing the past history of the Dub­
lin Federation and like bodies and the 
invincible prejudices of those who com­
pose them, we place no reliance on their 
professed desire for fairness and equity. 
Doubtless the starvation of women and 
children and the batoning of men that 
we witnessed in 1911-1913 and the du­
plicity, cunniug land force employed to 
drive the insurgent workers of Belfast 
back to the shops and yards are fair 
samples of the equity they would mete 
out to our class.

^ Until we know the new Central Asso­
ciation better we shall consider it as a 
fighting organisation and as such we 
shall urge the organised v'orkers to treat 
it. Already the outposts ^^are engaged. 
The dispute between the Vintners and 
Grocers’ Assistants’ Union and Messrs. 
Andrews’ of Dublin brings the trade 
union movement into conflict not merely 
with one retail grocery firm hut also 
with the federated wholesale firms and 
the Chamber of Commerce.

The issue is .simple biit vital, and its 
importance is recognised by the large 
advertising of Messrs. Andrews. With 
skill the mind of tjio public is being 'daily
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The Workers’ Republic The great only appear great because 
• we are on our knees: LET US RISE.

• and' therefore mnst have been oonsider'- 
ahly less in Irelaiid. Wonien’s wages in 
all branches of the garment-niaHng in­
dustry- averaged 13s, To' correct these 
figures and-make them applicable to Ire­
land, remember that the Itoyal Oommis- 
sion’s inguirj^ in Dublin found that the ♦ 
average earnings of the 1^260 cases in­
vestigated was 16s. a week.

During the war these workers have 
obtained an advance of 40 per cent, on 
.pre-war wages. The cost, of living has 
increased 139 per cent. Surely such con­
ditions will make unity -possible now. It 
has been long overdue.

Propaganda by Deed.
The conscience of the world, we learn, 

has b^n outraged by the .perforation of- 
the Ti^er. Clemenceau. The conscience 
of the world has not been active lately, 
and-We are gratified that lan incident has 

. ocGurred to rouse it. It was not stiri’ed 
-by the brutal assassination of Mens. 
Jean Jaures by a bourgeois tool oU tbe 
eye of war wheni s, word from the great 
Ffen’Ch^Sqcialist. might have prevented, 
as it did in 19ll, the fearful murder of 
millions that ensued ^ppon his death. Nor 
was the world-conscience outraged when 

•, Lenin’S 'life was attempted by a friend 
of the Ang o-Trench Alliance^ and we 
shall be pleasurably surprised if its new- 
found sensitiveness ' is agjtated by tbe 

, murder of Kurt Eisner in Munidh.
The bourgeoisie has never scrupled to •• 

. assassinate for its own purposes. .Char­
lotte Oorday has been canonised' by the 
middle class. Bowen-Oolthurst is re- *
warded with a pension. Count Arco- 
Walley, should lie escape the., vengeance 
of the Bavarian proletariat, would' find 
many friends among those who are al­
ready devoting ■jibe young Frenchman - 
who shot the ligor^ tp ^ the^ guillotiiie. 
There is a dramatic justice in the wea­
pon of its o.wn choice being turne.d 
•against unrighteous authority, hut that 
doesUiot justify the employment oLisecret 
murder as a method of righting .social 
wrongs. We are not ooncerned with the

■ moral question, although we think it ill- 
befits those who have provoked and main- 
taihed a massacre^ -of millions to'" talk 
aboufi'the immorality of murder.^
Jaures’ Murderer?

The attack on* Clemenceau has been 
seized upon hy the capitalist nations^ as 
■ah excuse for suppression of all radical 
opinion. Bolshewsm, that awful spectre, 
is invoked^ to camioufiage an incident ■ 
that finds its simple explanation in the 
ruthless sacrifice of millions of French 
lives for the re-qonquest of the iron and 
potash and isilk industries of Alsace Lor­
raine. It is .a violent expression of na­
tural and proper resentment against the 
dragoioning of French workers, the sup­
pression of freedom in thought, and 
speech, and the press. Had these natu­
ral outlets of dissatisfac-fcion been open 
Clemenceau would have been spared the 
torture of the last'few days. He has 'Uo 
need of our sympathy. His class oan ’ 
transfer to .him some of that gentle rain 
with which, in sentimental moments, it 
bedews -the workers’ misery. Justice we 
suppose will have its v^ay with the youth 
arrested—but when will Clemenoeau’s 

■ protege, the murderer of Jaures, be 
brought to trial? Four and a half years 
is a long time to hoH, unfried and iin- 
punished, an assassin who was caught 
re4~banded. *
Tii6 Vicious errcle,.

That phrase occurs in Miss Bennett’s 
contribution on Industrial Action,’^ but 
we should not like to think that Miss 
Bennett has accepted the loose and 
vicious theories industriously propaga-ted

■ by our rulers that increased wages bring 
higher .prices aud that higher prices 
cause demands for higher wages that in 
turn force up prices. This is not true 
in f^t and. experience.. An examination

of miners’ claims for wage increases and 
coal prices over a long period shows that 
the price -fco the consumer of coal has 
always been raised hefore the miners 
claimed or, obtained higher wages. 
Wages have risen even when prices were 
falling. From 1880 to 1895 food prices 
fell heavily and rapidly. .^ During the 
same period wages rose slowly but stead­
ilymainly as a result of the “New 
Unionism” that knit up the old trade 
unions and .extended the benefits of or­
ganisation to the unskilled/ workers. The 
“ vicious circle ” did not exist.

In the middle of the nineties the open­
ing of the Westralian mines and the. 
adoption of the cyanide process of gold 
extraction cheapened the cost of gold 
production. As a result of the fall in 
the price of gold the price, of all com­
modities measured ^in gold l^egan to rise. 
Food prices were included in the move­
ment, but although th'^y rose steadily in . 
the next ten years, wages fell both in 
money value and purchasing power. The 
strikes of 1911-1914 bettered the work­
ers’ position slightly, but the increased 
wages obtained then did not overtake 
the ever-growing cost of living. War 
supervened, and .as a result of war oon- 
di-fcions directly controlled by the English 
Government the workers are in a far 
worse position than in 1896. 
“vicious circle” -is an imposture.'^-The 
theory is invented and promulgated to 
betray the workers through -febeir ignor­
ance,, and we regret that Miss Bennett 
should use the phrase without repudiat­
ing the fallacy it con-fcains.

■ * ,. ■ ^

Tailors’ Re-union,
We gladly call to the attention of all 

tailors the confidence that has been sum­
moned for 'the 16th March in Dublin to 
form an all-embracing union of garment- 
workers for Ireland. Every union and 
every union branch catering for tailors 
and tailoresses, whether in wo'rksbop or _ 
facbory, .shir-fc-makers, dressmakers and 
milliners, should make, a point of having 
delegates present empowered to estab­
lish One Big Union in the trade. The 
Amalgamated Society in the .past refused 

- to keep pace with the technical develop­
ment of -the industry, and’ for long ex­
cluded from its ranks division of labour 
and factory workers, even when these 
groups had come to be numerically pre­
ponderant in the'industry. As a natural 
result, these workers formed separate 
unions, but a few years ago combined 
them int'Q the U-nited Garment Workers’

,Union. To-day that union controls the 
tailoring and clothing industry of Great 
Britain .and the!: Amalgamated Society is 
in a backwater;

In Ireland we have a great opportunity 
of creating an effective industrial union 
for^ all garment workers—-and one, too, 
w'hich will be managed In Ireland.^ by 
Irish' workers. ^ If unity is not attained 
at the St. ^Patrick’s Eve conference, the 
old bickering of sectional nnions must 
oontinue and garment workers continue 
to be sweats and underpaid,
Board of Trade returns of 1906-7 showed 
that the ^ average wage paid to men 
tailors, highly skilled workmen, worked 
out at 2018. 7d. per week in these islands,

The Belfast strike,
, Now that wo.rk is resumed, we let 
Belfast men speak for themselves as to 
the issue of the conflict. Comrade Lori- 
mer’s letter this week will be followed 
by an open letter to the Strike Oommit- 
tee^ from the vigorous pen of, Jimmie 
Baird. It may not be out O'f place to 
emphasise two things that .sbould be . 
noted by the rank .and file of Belfast 
workers. First, at tbe beginning of the 
strike the local bran oh of the Irish Trans ^ 
port and General Workers’ Union of­
fered, with the full support of headquar­
ters and executive committee, to join in 
the strike. That offer was turned down 
by the General Strike Committee, but it 
held good all through, and its acceptance 
at the eleventh hour, with a general call 
to the trade unionists o<f Belfast would 
have prevented the ’collapse. The second 
point to he noted is that the Irish Labour 
Party .and Trade Union Congress was 
equally ready to help with money or 
action.^ It is for Belfast men, "without 
prejudice or passion, to find O'Ut why 
that help was not wanted.

•4;‘ ‘
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DATHAL O’SHANNON’S 
DESPATCHES HAVE GONE ASTRAY.

The first 'communication to reach this 
Office, from the delegates to the Interna- 
tional. Socialist Congress, Thom.as John­
son and Oathal O’S’hannou, is’a harmless 
pioturer-postoard from the latter. It is 
dated Berne, 14th February, and states 
that CatbaTand. T. Johnson were leaving 
that day for Geneva, en route for home. 
It concludes: “ I hope you have got my 
despatches.”

Well, we haven’t!
We are not putting the British Post. 

Office to tbe trouble of tracing the missing 
packets, and we hope -bhe officials of the 
Grahamising department have enjoyed 
the perusal .of the contents. They must 
have, when they cannot spare them for 
our readers’ pleasure. '

' - ' — --------- ----- 1---- r----------- --------- i I II I - _.‘i I [ Bu

Excess Profits.
Speaking at the meeting -of Boviil, 

Ltd,, Mr. George Lawson Johnston, 
Chairman of the Company, said: “To 
earn an additional one per -cent, of divi­
dend (free of tax) 'on their {Deferred 
Shares—£7,600—they wo^uld have had to 
increase their selling price by £53,671, 
of which £46,071 would have gone in ex­
cess profits and income-tax.” (“Free­
man’s Journal,” 21/2/’19). And they 
bell us the Government is not profiteer-
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AitiMin iumS^ seoiA ■
(Ready this weeks)

A m.O'St remarkable book of H-fcherto 
inedited folk-son-gs from, G^lw-^y and 
Mayo, eoMected by Miss Cbstello, 
of Tnain, ; Oontains over eigibty 
melodies witb, Iri^h and English, 
'words. ■
Price Seven Shillings and Sixpence,

or in, full olokh, Ten Shillings.

RANNS arid BALLADS
The late Seumas 0’Kelly’s only book 

,of verse. Anthoa’’s Edition, limited 
to 450 numbered oopdes. Bound in 
quarter linen, and illustrated by 
Jack B, Yeats. 3s. 60.

A SHORT HISTORY
OF THB

IRISH VOLUNTEERS
By Bulmer Hobson, with Breface by 
Elbin MacNeiil.
‘^The true story of' a remarkable 
period.Vok I., full cloth, 220 
pages. Crown. 8vo. 6S»

THE WISDOM 
of the WORLD

A oharminig little book of \?onder- 
tales by Au piuitbm (author,of The 
Hills of Duiblin.”) Illustrated n 
black and white. s.

SELF-DETERMINATION
and the .Rights,, of /Small Nations, by 
Woodrow Wilson. The President’s 
alleged principles, brought together 
ill handy form. 6d*

The CANDLE PRESS
Poetry Booklets.

Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 are now out of 
print, -but copies of the 2nd Edition 
of Nos. 3 and 4 may still be had. 
Price, One Shilling. These are:

The Coming of the Earls, by
Elorence M. Wilson (containing 
the ‘^greatest ballad of* our 
time,” “ The Alan Erom 
Knoivs Where ^’) and,
Poeiiis by Peter McBrien..
“The ]^ai Wine of Poetry.”

/Tile CANDLE PRESS
44 Dawson Stieot, DDBUN.

Traditional
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BEIaPAST HATH SPOKEN.

Sir,—must compliment the. “Voice” 
on its outspokenness during the past 
few weeks on national and^ international 
questions. Even Belfast is not neglec­
ted, Peril ap>s I might be allowed to ex­
press my opinion on recent happenings 
in Belfast.

A thorough believer in Industrial 
XJuionism, I need h'ardly siay that Oon- 
nolly^s “ One IJig Union ” appeals very 
forcibly to me. I do. not see how indus­
trial salvation ean be secured except by 
an organised ^effort of all the wbrkers. 
While I despise the discredited doetrine 
of Syndicalism, I am not blind to the 
fact that little or noHiinig oan he 
ted from that eonglomeratdon of 
actiqnists which we are pleased—to call 
Parliament. There. is the • possibility of 
the Welsh Wizard over-reaching him'Self 
—but would the electorate reject 
Pilate ? •

“ Direct Action” is promising at pre­
sent. Belfast has tried it. Belfast is 
not' defeated; it merely lost a battle. 
Greater struggles with better organisa­
tion will, I believe, not ofily regain the 

. lost ground but will considerably ad-. 
Vance us into the enemy’s country (or. 
profits). A clear^ definition of the 
words “drastic action” is necessary,* 
but the blame for the temporary defeat 
cannot fall on any individual. Lack of^ 
organisation, leadership, and class-con­
sciousness added its part.. ...Belfast is 
creeping, not walking; industrially it is 
yawning, politically it is fast asleep. 
The materialistic conception that was 
taken of the strike proved eoncliisively 
that the real meaning of the unrest 
recognised by few.
. I haven’t the least compunction or 

dread of 'contradiction in asserting that 
the Federation did not utilise the full 
forces at its disposal to squeeze the 
sponge of capitalism; and I learned with 
disgust and loathing of the indifference 
shown by the Federation towards the ‘ 
various offers of these whom I am proud 
to call my fellow-countrymen. Until 
Irishmen realise that Labour’s colour is 
redy-^not .green or orange—-industrial and 
political .action is ,a bniTesque. During 
the strike Belfast workers appeared to- 
be a leaderless democracy, and events- 
have proved that many of the “fire­
brands ” are typical of the month of 
March.

If the strike achieved nothing except^ 
to -show the strikers that in fntnre more ^

, attention must be paid to Trade Union-' 
I'Sm than to Ulster Unionism, it has ac-. 
complished much j but who would grudge 

admiration for our ^ eight Labour 
M.P. s, whose mental. anxiety and sleep­
less mghts on our behalf confounded the 
empire and materially assisted in mov- 

Lord Pirrie’s bowels of compassion 
which resulted in the offering of such 
ideal terms? “You cannot make a silk 

, purse out of a sow’s ear,” but who dares 
to -say that you cannot make a democrat 
or a Socialist out of a Unionist M.P.? 

Unofficmi vigilance Wanted.
I have always been sceptical of the 

pugnacity of full-time ojfficials when they 
race the employers, therefore I would 
rayour_ the fonhation /of unofficial local 
.feommittees ele'cted by and'' from the 
rank and file, controlled by a national

executive and federated internatibnially. 
Herein lies the best possible method of 
having unified action and capturing the 
industrial machine j but the movement 
must^ be purified^ m jehlotisy,' prejudice 
and ignoranoe with the fl.ail of educa­
tion,. With a confederation .of all work­
ers of all lands I do not see how any 
demand however .revolutionary it may 
be, could be denied^ because with in­
dustrial unity an accomplished fact, poli­
tical unity must follow.

Belfast failed, and in .a sense I’m glad 
it failed, Belfast resumed its work, and 
I voted for resuniption. ■ Y^y exploit 
the suffering, the loyalty and enthusi­
asm of workers whose semi-class-con­
sciousness might be obliterated and ■ 
whose leaders’ hearts and prejudices were 
where their heads ought to be? It is 
ludicrous to expect a hungry army armed 
with blunt b'ayonets .and blank cartridges 
to fight,’ but it is criniinal for leaders to 
be in possession of both food and 
tions and quibble ovef “ principle* ” and 
“prestige” while the army loses. Bet-, 
ter accept temporary defeat than exter­
mination. Upon Belfast’s failure of to­
day the success of to'-morrow will be 
built.—Yours, etc.,

expec-
re-

muni-

WM. LORIMER.

REPUBLICAN DEMONSTRATION IN 
GLASGOW.

The greatest Irish demonsti^ation "that 
has taken place in Glasgow was that • 
held on .Sunday,. 16th Eeh., in the St. 
Andrew’s Hulls, under the an spices of 
the Scottish Executive of Sinn Fein. 
The , Hall, which accommodates nearly 
5,(X)0, was crowded to .excess. Tire plat­
form party, numbering 300, consisted of 
all the leading figures of the Irish life 
m Glasgow 'and the West of Scotland. 
The meeting,^ which was one in support 
of the principle • of Self-Determination, 
was addressed by Mi’s,. Sheeliy-Skeffing- 
^2'^ *1- Walsh, M.P. for Go.rk

The . reception acoorded ' to> the 
speakers was remarkable for its enthu­
siasm, and the resolution in favour of 
the • object of the meeting Was carried 
with acclamation. In the evening; Air. 
Walsh addressed meetings in Coat­
bridge and* Partick, where he was also 
we’ll received. The distinguished visitor 
was entertained in the afternoon by a 
'Well-known Oork man, Mr. P, J. O’Cal­
laghan, at Hillside House, Partickhill.

The “Forward,” of 22nd ult., reports 
fully Mrs, Sheehy Skeffington’s account 

• of the murder ef her 'husband.
^ We are informed that this meeting has 
made a remarkable impression on the 
Labour movement in "Glasgow. The 
publication of the • Democratic Pro­
gramme in the “ Forward ’’ has removed 
many misconceptions about the social 
aims of the Irish people-. Further inter­
course between Ireland and Scotland, 
between the forces of Labour in particu­
lar, and' ooncerted action for

was

•City.

common
ends, would help the workers of. both- 

''countries—and the Belfast worker is the 
natui'al link.

Boyle,
Employees at the Stewart’s mills have. 

claimed rates obtaining fin the fiour mill-*' 
inig industry and expect inclusion in the * 
first Milliirg Arbitration, over -which the

'M.-of L. attil delavs.
' ' ^ 1 ‘ .
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DUBLIN WORKING CLASS

Education Conference
Waiter 'OaJi'lpenter, of DuMin^ S.PJ.5 

lectured at Belfast last Sunday on the 
Future of Labour in Ireland, in the 
I.L.P. Hallj Victoria Street. There was 
a packed meeting, many^ questions, and 
general satisfaction. It is hoped to fur- . 
tlier the exchange of speakers between 
Belfast and Dublin, particularly during 
the coming summer.

II^TERf^ATIONAL DELEGATION 
FUND.

{ ‘ i '' '
Already aokriowledged ^
J. Hackbtt, Dublin 

■ Subscribed' by; Killaimey 
Trades Council , •

Path. McGiven^ Warrenpoint 
D. Braniff, I.T.G.W.U., Kil­

kenny \
Mrs. S. M. Kennedy^ Killar- 

ney
Mr. M. Staines, T.D.E.
Mrs. Tom Clarke, Hollo'w-ajy 

Jail (per M. Staines)
- Mr. W. Meyer (per T. Kelly)

Mrs. Vera Dockrell, Kanelagh
^ ; ■ Total,

We are pleased to acknowledge on 
this week’s list a handsome donation 
from Mrs. Tom Clarke, who owing to 
ill-health was .recently released from , 
Holloway Jail,, and we trust to hear of ^ 
her complete recovery in the near future. ■ 

The amount sub scribed to date is. en- 
coutaging, and. is, an indication of the 
interest throughout the country in the 
Workers’ International. Many. branches 
of the l.T.G.W.XJ. have done very weB, 
hut the activities of other branches in 
thi'S direction are not yet apparent. 
Money is still needed, aud further .sub­
scriptions should'be sent without delay 
to tb-O Treasurer, Cumannaoht na 
h-Eireann, Liberty Hall Dublin. 
Cheques and' postal order may he' 
crossed ‘' lA.W.S. Bank.” O., S. .

9
0

2 MONDAY LECTUBES
0 10 Trades Hall, Capel street, at 8 p.m. 

prompt. =Ginger Shortage in Kilmallock.
• Belfast strikers have been emulated 

by the strikers at Kilmallock, wlio have 
'ssued a Labour daily under tbe title of 
‘Kilmallock Strike Bulletin.”^ Hpt as 

' ginger, it will enliven old Kilmallock, 
and by pointing the moral of the present 
•struggle help the workers to realise that 
the fight is the thing. It parodies The 
Great MaoDermot thus

We do want to work,
And ,^y ‘ Jingo, when we do 

We’ll name the work,
We’ll name the hours,

‘ And also name the screw!

• < •

Next Monday, March 3rd. Jt, T. J. Mor- 
tished. Subject: ‘‘Koad;, River 
and Rail

0• • »

5
10 I J)

« ' 'i
£119 15 0 March 24th, H. 0.: Neai-Watson. , Sub- 

ject: “ The Employers’ Sphere in 
Industry.”

April 14th—Arthur Williamson, M.A. 
Subject: “ The Machinery of Govern­
ment.”

NEXT WEEK.
An Open Letter to the “ Eedei’ation 

Strike Committee, Belfast.
By JAMES BAIRD.

EVERY BELFAST WORKER MUST 
READ THIS INDICTMENT.

■p7 f
April 28tii—Professor Charles H. Oldliam. 

Subject: “ The External Trade-of Ire­
land.” .

•Shoip Stewards and others can Obtain 
supplies direct from this Office. Price, 
Is. 8d. for two dozen. Orders must he 
reoeived on. Tuesday, March 4, to ensure 
supply.

On Thursday, 20tli March, in the
Municipal Gallery, 17 Harcourt St.,
Mrs. Duncan. Subject: “Pictures.”

Belfast Agents:
O. PORTER & 00., Ltd., Old Lodge Rd. 
EASON &■ SON, Ltd., Donegall Street. 
I.T. and! G.W.D., 122 Ooiiioration Street.

3d,Mondiay Lectures, Admission
Tickets for Course, Qd.

May be obtained at Trades HaU 
dasses on Sundays, 4 to 6.30 p.m., or 
from members.

CUMANNACRT NA h-EIREANN,
The branch committee has succeeded 

in obtaining -new and inviting premises . 
' at'42 North Great George’s-street, Dub­

lin, where the next hianch meeting will 
he held oh Friday, 28th inst., at 8 p.m.- 

f As the business on the -agenda for the 
branch meeting on the 28th instant is 
very important, a large and representa­
tive gathering of members is expected, 
and those wishing to join the Party 
should attend this, meeting at 42 North 

• Great George’s-street, when their appli­
cation for membership will be dealt with. .

On Sunday next, March 2nd. Conrad 
Peterson will lecture in the 'grades Hall, 
Cap-el-street, at 8 p.m., on Phases of 
Revolution.^’ That there is no- lack •of ’ 
public intea*est in these weekly, lectures 

proved by the large audience and 
intelligent discussion at the lecture on 
“ Sinn Fein and Lah'Our ” by C'onxrade 
Tom Nagle on Sunday last, and it is • 
hoped that those who attended will re­
turn on Sunday • next and bring their 
friends, when an interesting programme 
is .promised.

A concert and play will - be given an 
Liberty Hall on Monday, March 3rd, at 
8 p.m., under the auspices of Ouman- 
nadht na. h-Eireann, and we trust the 
hall will he packed onthis , occasion, and 
that it will he a huge finanoial success, 

From Com. G. Burh^, of 8 Camden- 
quay, Cork, we receive a very encourag- 
ing report as to the progress being made 
by tbe S-P.I. branch recently -formed 
.there: On tho 16th instant^they had a 
lecture -on “Elements of Socialism,” and

“ Socialism and the

il
IRISH TAILORS AND TAILORESSES’

UNION.
Open to All Workers in the Clothing
— Industry in Ireland ------
The Irish Tailors and Tailoresses’ 
Dnion has issued a Circular calling 
a Conference of the Tailoring and 
Clothing Trade XJniohs and Branches 
in Ireland, to be held in Ardee Hall, 
Dublin, on Sunday, the 16th March, 
with the object of uniting and con­
solidating all into- one concrete and 
virile Trade and Labour Union for 
the Tailoring and Olo-thing industry
—T----- - in Ireland. ------- —
Those interested who have not 
received Circulars, can obtain them
— '001 application to the Secretary, — 

Derirtot J. Stewart,
Ardee Haill, Talbot Street,

Dublin.

COMANNACHT NA hEIREANN.
42 North Great George’s Street, Dublin. 

SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES,^
TRADES HALL, CAPEL STREET,

CONRAD PETERSON
Will Lecture on

“PHASES of'REVOLUTION,”
Or? Sunday Next, the and March,

At 8 p.m., sharp.
Questions and Discussion Invited. 

Admission Free. Music. Collection 
Concert and Play, “ A Man of Ideas,’ 

in Liberty Hall, on Monday, March 3rd, 
at 8 p.m. Admission sixpence.

was

BELFAST INDEPENDENT LABOUR
PARTY.

(North Branch, Langley St., off Tennent
Street).

SUNDAY, 2nd MARCOg:, at 7-30,
MR. JAS, MAXTON, M.A.

(Glasgow)
Will Speak in the Ab^^ve Hall.

POST
FREE.FOR 3d

A Pamphlet of extreme intearesit -to every 
husinees man, ifarmer, 'worher, -an-d thinkeir 
An Ireland-. Beale with Irish Redonstructian— • 
(f^eneral Pninciples, llelationa hetween Capital 
and Lahour, H-onBing' Pnbliio HealtJUli Poor 
Law, tlnemploymenit, Education, ItaT^Mate* 
riais for Industries, pinanoial Ea-oilities, 
SMpbuilcling, Power, Transport.

Irish Offers sound and^attractivex»on?!y
proposition to energetic Irisbinett 

91 IA11AI who can influence Insiuranco with 
noLIMieai purely Jiisb and First-Blast
Assurance 
Society
HBAD OFFICE 2 St. Auftraw St, DalbliB.

Issued by the Irish Reoonstruotlen 
Assoofatfon, 84 Merrion Sq., Dublin. 

Sent Stamps,
on the 23rd inst.
Co-operative Commonwealth.”' Comrade 
Treaoy is hooked for next Bunday to 
speak onSolidarity.” ,

' Prospectus and Ag-ency terms seal 
post free on request*
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PROPERTY! By Darrel Figgis.
(From Froait Page.)

ship o-f lahoTir, and the i*est 'his wage- 
slaves, withooit security of tenure, 
tenants-at-will, without any claim in his 
improvements.

ms last, and best, hooik, liabour in 
the Oo'mmon'wealth,’’*Mr. Q, 3>. H. Cole 
says, justly, that ^‘Industry, in a very 
real and fundamental sense, has to do 
with the affairs of men and women, . and 
this gives it a spiritual content -not at all 
inferior tO' that of politics.’’ Indeed, 
industry is nearer to the continuous lives 
of men, and in lhat degree more vital 
than po-Ktios. In politics ' men and 
women have entered to their right. 
Come-what may, the affaii’s of States will 
be, and must be, more and .more demo-

ordered by -^yhole peoples. 
v\ ith ^that Citizenship -becomes possible. 
For Citizenship, at its best, is a “ sense o-f 
property in’dhe national honour, upright­
ness and dignity. Where a few possess 
Tights in a State to- the exclusion of the 

y,_ the few have the property of citi­
zenship while tlie many are helots. 
Where States are democratically ordered 
and controlled, and exactly in the degree 

control is continuously in>- 
property passes to all, 

and the spiritual heritage hy so much in­
creased.
. Yot only (a part cf men’s lives function 
in their nation^ polity. The greater 
part of those lives function in their in­
dustry. ^d in industry, for the most 
part, property is held by a few to the

X many, with the result
tnat the few gather such power into their

‘ ^x ■ pthey trample out the 
rights of the many in the poli­
tical domain n spite of a de­
clared demociucy.. • The result is, 
to .qup-te Mr Cole again ‘‘ a class-society, 
a'division of the community into grades 
and classes, with no-t merely different 
socnal functions, hut different degrees of ■ 
nghts. Different degrees of rights!”
it IS there we touch the essence of the case.

Let me take an instance from two diff- 
OTent departments of

Ifty yea^ ago the anu m xx-eiancij was 
the property of a few men. Those whose 
labour was necessary before it could yield 
nuit were but tenants-at-will. At any .

man

our industry.

fiuit were but tenants-at-will. 
m-^ent they could be dismissed, with or 
without cause, and their places filed bv 

'' 7"”, They bought their tenure 
uy a rent that meant the whole profit of 
moduction, less the least that could keep 
Imdy and soul together. If turned from 
It, all the impiuvements they created—

increased range of 
thr-ou^ reclamation of waste, 

even the very hahitations they' built—^
Sff oompensatioai by

owner of their means of 
^ r - accompanied hy

^ ■'v^ole 'nation, they ban-

comp etition.

the capitalist ____
production. Therefore,

• the y * * _ y ■
ded themselves, and arose, knifiand*^or-

They won.

as wwWo ??? .property
the 

, the

And finally they

‘‘‘ Headley Bros. ^/6 nett.

./

rA*

\

porations, elected their o^- officers, tech­
nicians, managers, salesmen and direc­
tors. Capably and efi&ciently they have 
done so, and arc doing so; -and it is clear 
that the hour_ must, come when these 
fellowships of joint labour will inevitably 
receive greatly increased ptower over the 
common means of production. For it is 
not likely that a man who uses his land 

will be suffered to do so and clog the 
joint effort of the fellowship. Then com­
munities will ofwn and direct for the gen­
eral good what once had! been owned by 
a single man.

Much of this has now been done. But 
property has not been diminished.. It has 
rather been increased (to say nothing of 
the great spiritual properties that have 
been created) hy the claim of the many, 
in assertion of a pommon right, where 
once only the few had been admitted. 
And history applauds the result.

Let us turn from the farm to the work­
shop ^ and • the factory. Here the same 
war is in progress': the same inevitable 
war,, the. same in aU its features. His­
tory has a strange aphinx-like smile oh 
her large features. Meu who“ praise the 
result of the land-war to-d'ay raised 
hands of horror and voices o.f anger while 
it was being waged; men who mingle . 
horror and anger at the mdustrial 
to-day will liverto praise its results yet. 
For men in workshops, factory and office 
are but tenants-at-will, with no property 
in thedr improvements, neither 'owning 
nor controlling the means of production. 
They are where the worker on the'^Iand 
was when he banded himself with his fel- 
^ws; and another' banding-together is 
declared. . They may still be dismissed, 
with or without cause, and their places 
filled iby competition. J3ut the spectacle 
may be seen when, for one man so trea­
ted, a thousand will lay down their tools, 
forego, maybe, a month’s wages, endure 
the pangs of hunger, and boycott the 
factory, all foir the sake of a comrade 
whom, perhaps, most of them never 'be­
held. ^ The cynic, who judlged that the 
age of heroics and high comradeshio was 
dead, ’may well revise his estimate at 
such a sight. In such a way the heroes of 
■the Red Branch would have aided one 
another. But in the meantime security 
of tenure is being won.

The rest will follow. One war will 
take the course of the other. The tides 
of man' may no more be turned back than 
■fche tides of the oicean, though those who - 
seek to turn them hack will cause havoc 
enough. Fellowships of 'labour will he- 
oome fellowships of property: nay,''1j^s- - 
tees for the larger fellowship of all. 
Labour will not he bought and sbld by 
bargain,^ with the whip of starvation held 
ibefore it, instead_ of an old-fashioned , 
knout. When I think of the Scripture, 
■that man “was “ made in the image of 

, I think,' too, of that saying of 
Rousseau s: ‘ S’il y avait un peuple de 

,, , gonvernait democratique-
Not only in poK- 

tics, but m industi'y also. Xn one as in 
tae other, power will come not from
above, bnt from below, for it is there the 

. rignts are,
will not be banished Nor will it be diminished. Rather it wdl

'V entry into their
hithertobeen .withheld from them. Also, it will

b^ide in the joint service, 
wehfrendered, in which each plays his

part, great lor small, hut which all con- 
trol. A new part of citizenship will be 
made, with it.s own responsibility j and a 
new spiritual heritage created.'

DARREL FIGGIS.

CLERICAL WORKERS’ CONFER­
ENCE.

Adopts National F;rRgr.antm^^ censures 
Turf Club, and ^Threatens to slop 

Donations.
A specially convened meeting of dele­

gates. was held at No. 1 College Street, 
on Saturday, 22nd inst. Com. T. 
Murphy, President, occupied the chair. 
The following'.delegates attended:— . ■ 

Dublin Branches—Corns. Oluskey and 
Higgins,‘No. 1; French and Slater, No. 
2; McGuinness and McDonnell, No. 3; 
Blackburn .and Judd,'No. 4: Grrace and 
McCarthy, No. 5* • O’Byme,
Provincial Branches—Corns,

No. 7.
_ , Mullin
(Galway) r O’Connell (Kilkenny); John­
ston and Roche (Limerick); Ruxton and 
Tooher (TuRamore); Long and Clifford 
(Cork) • Power (Waterford).

The national demand for shorter ■work­
ing hours i^d a minimum wage was 
under consideration. A resolution was 
adopted claiming for clerical workers a 
38-hour&’ week (inclusive of meal hours) 
and a minimum wage for adults of £3 per 
week, and not less than a tertnight’s 
holidays each year, with full wages paid 
in advance. .

Con O’Donnell, General* Organiser, 
subnutted a report of his recent visit to 
Belfast, and it was decided to strike a 
levy of Is. per head on ineinbers to sup­
plement _ the amoPnt already voted "by 
the. National Ex-€k>uncil to the Belfast 
Strike Committee.

The matter of the victimisation of four 
members hy Mr. Brindley, Secretary of 
Hie IjRlf Club, and Keeper of the Mateh 
Book, Merrion Street, Dublin, was cou^ 
sidered. ' It was pointed out that these 
four clerks had been.dismissed solely 'be­
cause of their refusal to renounce their 
right to be members of a trades union. 
It was unanimously decided to submit 
the matter to all the Trades Councils 
throughout Ireland. ’ - '

The refusal of the Ministry of Labour 
to recognise the right of a trade union 
to negotiate on behalf of the clerks em­
ployed in Labour Exchanges was con­
sidered.- It . Was unanimously decided to 
wire the Ministry of Labo'ui' that this 
IJniaiL would insist upon its right to 
negotiate for members employed in 
Labo'ur Exchange's, and in tlie event of 
a non-receipt or a satisfactory reply on 
or before the 28th inst., labour would 
be withdrawn. ^

war

G. GRIFFIN.
God, > >

Kingstown and Distriot Council.
The council is preparing to fight the 

local government elections and is pro- 
meting a d^^aw to defray expenses. In 
addition to Jus, Metcalfe, I.T. & G.W.IJ., 
recently elected to lihe Bray IJ.D.C., the 
council now'has a member on the Kings-

^* N^elly, the secretary, 
i^D. W.U., having . taken‘ the . Labour 
Pledge. ^ ^

Nominations for the forthcoming poor 
law and county council elections are re­
quested from brahehes. All candidates 
must be endorsed by the trades co>uxicil 
and take the Labo'ur Party pledge.

Maeoh 1, 1919.622 THE VOICE OF LABOUR.
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GEORGE WATT, Ltd,
£NaiHEEHI AND MltLWRICNTl,

SOHO WORKS,
BRIDGEFOCT STREET, DUBtlN.

Estimates given for Repair and Supply 
for all classes of Machinery. 0

mm
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„ ,, the tfARMERS' PERIL.
Can t increase Wages out of 283 ner 
_ cent. Excess Profttsl
T1i6 programine of farm work reforms 

adbpted by the oonferenoe of Oo. IhibHn 
bronchos of the I.T. and G-.W.IT;, which 
was published m the ‘'Yoioe’’ of Feb; 
8th, appeared in last week’s dailies. The 
Fress generally is lagreed that the proiits 
of farming cannot yiesld) the higher wages 
asked and that the nature of the work 
mil not permit any limitation of the 
day a work to a fixed numiber of hours. 
8o tar, no proofs of these statements 
nave teen furnished,, nor are any likely 
to (be forthcoming,

Few^ farmers keep their accounts hy 
any iiitelligihle method. Twenty-five 
years of co-operative and Department 
propaganda^ are beginning to introduce 
science in th§ field's, but in the farmers’ 
financial dperations rule-of-thumb and 
guesswork hold the field. Thpiant' pass­
book is the Only book many farmers 
have, and that is entered up by the 
banker. From such muddled methods 
defence of the farmers can be built up 
to prove that'.50s. for a forty-nine hour 
week will ruin Irish agriculture.'

db keep books, and 
the ' j.rod'ucer ” for February gives us 
a comparison of costs, profits and prices 
of potato crops in 1914 and' 1918.

potato Profits.
1914 Crop. 1918 Crop. 

£’ s. d. £ s. d.

..*2 0 0 3 0 0.

S 0 0

no

Rent to Dand- 
owner

Rixiportion Farm 
Manure 

Horse "Wtork— 
Ploughing 
Carting 

Seed
Artificial Manure

7 10 0

and
2 10 0 
2 10 0 
4 10 0

A";

14 10 ^0

7 tons 
at 50s.

30 10 0

• 7 tons 
at 120 s.

42 0 0
Average Crop per 
Acre .

Profit per Acre... 3 0 0
A net war increase of 283 per cent..

^Doubtless, there are many considera­
tions that -will lessen the force of these 
figures. Crops vary in quality according 
to soil and weather conditions. Market­
ing charges of various- kinds have to he 
borne by some farmers. Making every 
allowance for these facto-rs, it is evident 
that a profit of 283 per cent, which es­
capes excess profits tax, afirords an ample 
margin for paying a living wage without 
reducing the farmer to bankruptcy.

One instance of this kind in which the 
actual conditions 'are expressed in cold 
figures will weigh more with the lahour- 
ers than the Muster of Farmers’ Union 
meetings or the special pleading of the 
Press.

17 10 0

11 10 0
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Typewriter & Duplicating Line

Notso©«—New orders and alterations 
for the Voice’’ should arrive at ^the 
office not later than Tuesday evening.

IRISH WOMEN WORKERS' UNION. 
The Nurses’ union.

*^9 public meeting for the initiation of 
the Irish Nurses’ Union as a branch of 

r,.W,W.U, will 'he held in the Oak 
Room of the Mansion House on Febru­
ary 28th, at 5 p.m. The Ford Mayor will 
himsMf presitfe, and the meeting wiM he 
.addressed by several well-known doctors, 
as well as Trade Union leaders. Creat 
interest has been shown in' the forma- 

, tipn of this new branch, and we hope it 
'Will rapidly become strong enough to re- 
volutionisie the nursing professioni 

A meeting for domestic workers will he 
held in the Hardwicke Theatre on Sun­
day, March 2nd, at 8 p.m. Good speakers 

. ^ and a ilively discussion are promised.

I.T.G.W.U.-—TIteatrioal Branch.
, At’ a special 'meeting -of the above 

branch, held at Liberty Hall oin Sunday 
February 16th, 1919, Mr, Patk. Kearns^ 
Chairman, presiding, the Picture- House 
section elected the following Oommittee: 
—Operators—Messrs. Tato. Mlis, and 
Case I Grrouhd Stalf—Coakley, Foley, 
Merritt, and AlUarthy; Film Renters^ 
Fitzsimons and Foley; the female staff 
represented by Mrs. Kane and Miss Ash-- 
more.

3 '

■ a

THE MARY STREET 
PICTURE HOUSE
(Thi« "Miipy-O.")

Star Pietores. Always

SEE

THOS. J. LITTLE,
The Tailoring 5pcciafet. 

Hug€ Stock of Iri$h' Manufactmc tosehot 
from. Siylc^ Fit arid Finish Giuxrant&cd.

. Only Address:—

88 DRURY STREET, DUBLIN.
(One Door from Exdwqtier Street),

Trade Union WagesGood Work

’Phone 1848.

Court Laundry
HARCOURT ST., DUBUN

SpeeisUsts in Linen Washing, 
Pioneers of Profit-Sharing In 
Ireland. Van Collections and 
Deliveries every week in Citj 

and Suburbs

FOR YOUR
WINTER SUIT OR COSTUME

mn

SECOND-HAND BICYCLES, Ladie*'
and Genta j Prfo© £,4 XO#. Od., £5 IOr. 

•d., £6 lOa. Od., £7 lOf.Od, to M 10s. Od.j oar- 
rliiffo paid. Abo 500 ptoTO*enam«!lled fran^, 
*11 sizos, ladies' and gmrt'e; Trad^ supplied. 
Now GoT«r« from 5/-, 6/6, 9/-, 12/«, 15/-. Tal>«« 
from 2/6, 3/6, 4/6, S/-, oarriagre paid. Now 
M-adliine* from 11 to IS jgns.; Dunlop 'Tyros 
and Brooks’ Saddles. No sliortage of any- 
tihing.

DWYER, 4 (V) ARRAN QUAY, DUBLIN.

500

*pr*

4

THE IRISH HOMESTEAD.”
A Weekly Journal fohnded by Sir Horace 
Plunkett, keeps you in touoli with Modern 
Agrieultural Economlofl. It is obtainable 
only by SubBoription, lOs, a year, 6a. half 
year (post free), from the Manager, 18 South 
Prederiek Street, Dliblin. 1

EDITED BY «iE.”

Marsh 1, 1919

irisS Materials | prompt DespatehTHE ELECTRIC THEATRE, 
TALBOT STREET,

Printed for the Irish Labour Prese,” 
27 Dawson St., by Messrs. Cahill-and Co., 
Ltd., Ormond Quay, Dublin, Begigtered 
as a Newspaper.
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Exeputiye Oommittc^^
Tli‘6 following Jiave ibc^en witlx-

op^sitiQn :~No. 1 Group: Josopli. 
. Kelly, Patriclr Stafford, Miehaeii M'Oar-

XT o ^ ■ ^liottnas Kennedy.
N|a a Group: ^atricls Kelly. No. 4 
G^uipt^^mes Connor. No. 5 Group; 
WiUiam KmeaTly. In No. 6 Group ballot 
papers will be issued to all Branebes con-

deotd© between Jiames 
Mart, _ Collwney, and’ Mcbael Byan. 
xjimetnck. Patrick Na^le 'withdlrew bis 
name John Byncb meU^ihle under Rule 
J5. Nomination also received late.

THOMAS KORAN.
General President.

Balbriggan.
who ^signed their johso«‘by s”if?wr'5.r

' uon-ITnionist hearts, .
uiu iiave be resurrected, and '‘the Head will reguire . more Tinori for his

b^

Tipperary anil OfFally. 

tod®Lori^£r ^^it'‘-’ RathoutJbin.»ni;sS' zf Ts.sf,a“cf s-

Result'Annual Branch Norniinations 
for Executive ancf Geheraii Treasurer,

Liberty Hjall, Dublin,
^ / 4 18tb February, 1919.

^ Group No. l.—Dublin No. 1 (William 
0;T.; Joseph Kelly, 

tStaffiorH/Rxe!),
: Group No. a—Dublin No. 3 iWil^am 
0 Brien, G.T.; Michael M'Oartbw
Di^nT and" LeMip (Viliam d'Brien. 
G.T: I Tbona Kennedy, Kxe.‘7r^“'““‘" 
^roup No. 3.-—nBelfast /Wililiam 

L Hatrick Kelly, Exe.) * 
Kingston”Jlaldoyle, Lnsk, Rathfarm 
bam, .Crumlin, Bl^ncbardstewn, Swords, 
InchiGore, Bray (William O^Brien. G.T.b 

Group No. 4.—i\irklo!w% Wexford: 
Wateafford (WiUiam O^Brien. G.T.l: Ros- 
crea,^ Ban^Eer. ' ' Belmhnt ' (WilUam 
^Bnen, G TO. Clara, Edenderry (Ja5& 
Connor, • liiJliamore, Exe,), Poortarlinig- 
;^n, Tull'amore, Turraun (James Oonnor, 
Exe.), . ), ^

Group ie No. 5.—..City tWillj-am 
Q_^feieaj6jT.i WiUiam Kineiall;^ E*e.).

%• 6r-HSligo (John Lynch,
■ Exe.);». Magherow (MicM, Feeney G.T.), 
Balhspdare, Collconey (Mioael Gallagher!

JumBs^ Harte, Exe.), Limerick 
g^chael Ryan,,. Exe.), Tralee .rWiliam 
OlBrien, G.IM; Batrick NaglST^T 
^FT^rney, Killorglin, ’ Baai<km 
(^gtttain 0*Brien.,.G.T.; Batriofc .Nagle, 
g^; Exe. , Biamgy"(Willi.am O’BrS'n.:

Nagle,’(Jerfi:, Exe.). ceneHai Treasurer.
Michael Ewey and Michael Gallagher 

CoUooney, having withdiawu %e5r 
WjJliam O’Brien. No. T 

s_^,uinanimc)usiy refcurnedi GeTiftf«.'l

TO BRANCH SECRETARIES , 
HEAD OFFICE ORCANISATION.

Commencing with next week the Ei- 
n^ce iSufb-oommittee of-the Executive 
will meet- on the W^dnesdiay 'evenings 
only of each week, to consider applica-' 
tions for the payments usually made by' 
Head Office.

Cheques ^ for payments sanctioned -^by 
the. Committee will be. sent- out on each 
Thursday.

It will therefore he, necessary for all 
applications to^ be posted by the early 

. evening collections on Tuesdays, in ordeT^v 
that they may rteach Head Office met 
later than Wednesday mernings, for pay­
ment ip he made the same^eek^

Applications received hner Wednes­
days. cannot be submitted to the Com­
mittee until the lyeek foUow,ihg and coh^ 
sequently payment will be delayed a 
week. This applies to all applioations, 
indluding Dispute Pay^ Wages^_ Ex-, 
enses, etc., but not to Mortality Benefits, 
which will be paid by return of post.
^Your strict attention to this Ihstriic- 

tion will obviate 'disappointment to your 
members, and will facilitate tbe efficient 
working’ of the IJnion^ '

Yours fraternally,
WILBIAM O’BRIEN,

General Treasmor.
Straifan.

The strike at Kennedy’s stiff, proceeds. 
The -stables are not benefiting by it, and 
The Tetrarch is reported to hav'e kicked 
a scab.'. Ju-st what we would baye ex­
pected from a thorou^bredx 
Leix for the O.B.^U.

Tom Earren has been continiiing his 
missionary work amongst L.- and L. 
branches in this county, ■ and in the 
course of a strenuous week opened new 
T.T.GvW.IJ. hranch^k in Ballybrittas, 
Castletown, BoiTis-in-Osaory, Mount- 
rath and Mountmeiliok, as w^l as giving 
Abbeyleix branch a muchmeeded fillin. Caledon. >

O’Donnell iwbs on tb© spot to accept 
the challenge of the mill management, 
who had scrapped Union live vdres and* 
dared the organiser to make the other 
men follow him. -0^Donnell won, the old 
pqlitioail ticket being tried cm, the men 
without avail. Enthusiasm is at fever 
heat, Jffu.R. men co-joperating with the 
stnk'ers, a citizen police force has been j 
established, and the Orange Band 
parades and cheers for the Transport, 
Ballyneale.

One of the happy hunting grounds of 
farmer offenders tagainst the A.W.B. ■ 
Kegulations. Inspr. Woods in -a few 
days good woik recovered over £50 in 
arrears.,
Baltingiass.

The branch is cutting out the local pro., 
bteers by buying coail and selling it to 
Its members, saying, £6 ISs. per waggon.Co. fCiidarOii

9ome days in the 
North •County^, fixed up the roadmen 
ci'ux, work being resumed on Baturday, 
and expects early settlement of the Elem- 
ing dispute. - .
strokeotowH.

. feod progtess is noted .here. Shop as 
sistants ^re linkjnig up iu large numSers

Transport Union Notes. Wages bfuvemettts.
The success or* failure of Branches' 

largely depends on the propel- handling t 
of movements for increased wages and 
improved conditions. All Branch Secre­
taries and Committees must implicitly 
carry out the instructions issued under 
this head during the present week.
P arri Gk-on-Shaniton.

The recent general wages- movement 
was successful in every ihstancil* save 
that of employees at the Electric station, 
^^o are on strike for a 5s. increase on 
27s. . -
Kilmaliock.

Twenty-two men formerly employed by 
Waash aire out, demand having been 
turned, down.
Kilmacthemas,

In the wooUen'mills here and at Kih 
-L^ ^^-kour week has been con- 

ceded, but the ^^wages question still 
pends... Though Broprietor Stephenson 
has racing proclivities, he may need a 
touch of the spur.
Carlow.

Grain store men, carters and fillers on 
boats rejected aja offer of a 50-hour week 
and la 3s. advance, and hold out for Ml 
demands, Ys. 6d. and 6s.
Oupleary.

Gardeners claim a 50s. minimunx and 
a 44-honr week. Carters at Kill-of-the- 
Gra'nge demand lOs. extra.
Thurles* ^

.Tbe demand for town bakers has met 
With an offer of -Bs. oer sack in In.rGfAT-

4':,t

•mm an otter or os. per sack in larger 
firms, 7s, 6d. to foremen, and 4s, to fore­
men m smaller houses.
Lucan.
n 'grows limh on the Hermitage
Golf ;L^S,^-:^t the Committee is cutting

The remaining men^ who
pro-

down the staffi ....... ___ ^
have to shoulder the extra "w^ork/ prt^ 
test. At Hill’s mills, matters are calmer 
smca tie Upu-Enionists-in the iiash. jobs 
were humbled. '
Bray.

Carters and yardmen in the four coal 
firms fiave demanded' Dunleary nates,
wfiich recently 'were lev led up o city
mtes, and 12s. daily for casuals,.
Killarney.

Organiser Dempsey is leading a strike 
ot town workers, who ceased bn their dn~ 
m^d for a 48-hour week and 40s. flat 
being met by an offer of 50 hours and 
80s. ■
Longford.

■Saw anil s d spute proceeds, the men 
standing firm, urban Council men have 
^cured 5s. advance' t<>. 32s., .and Co. 
Council-employees seek lOs: on 37s. fid.
Arklow.

Recent successes have resulted in 
tension of membership,' especially 
amongst plasterersj saw-mill employees 
and builders’ lahoureirs.
Westport.

Onty^a quartette of empiloyers hold out 
against^ -Set-ilement, and pickettiiig is 
being rigidly oarrig'd’ on by the strikers, 
■who display fine spirit.
Collooney.
^A difference ©f Is. between demand and - 

offer threatens trouble at Conn'offy’s saw- 
molls. Wages^ run from 23s. to 40s., 
andbhe men claimed 5s. extra. Carbide 
fiaetory wkers gained a 6s. advance, 
whioh hrmgB rates to from 36s. to 45s. 
^™^®auetion of 'hours md' a promise of

ex-
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